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The 2016 elec on year is fast approaching and just as the country will be
choosing who will be in charge, the BAA will also have an elec on. The terms
of several board members will be up in 2016 and YOU (yes, I am poin ng at
you) will be deciding on who will be in those seats next year. There will be
more informa on in upcoming mee ngs and posts, so stay tuned.
Also: In December there will be a special announcement foe BAA members who want to be BMoS members. More informa on about that very soon
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BAA Schedule of Astronomy Fun for 2015

Public Nights
Public Nights - First Saturday of the Month April through October.

2015‐2016 Schedule of Events:
Nov 13: BAA Mee ng at 7:30pm at Buﬀalo State College
Nov 17-18: Leonids Meteor Shower
Dec 7: Moon/Venus conjunc on
Dec 11: BAA Mee ng at 7:30pm at Buﬀalo State College –
Holiday Party!
Dec: 13-14 Geminids Meteor
Dec: Ursids Meteor Shower
Jan 8?: BAA Mee ng at TBA Williamsville North Planetarium??
Feb 12: BAA Mee ng at 7:30pm Buﬀalo State College
Mar 11: BAA Mee ng at 7:30pm Buﬀalo State College
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Observatory Report
We are slowly ge ng all the updates to the Observatory done, clear skies were interfering with working, and now that we are entering the cloudy season work is star ng to progress faster. We currently have the HDMI cables run from the computers and are now connected to the 2 TVs in the large warming room. Ini ally we had problems with the long distance connec ons with the large TV but with some perseverance Neal G figured out a way to
get around it. The next step will be to get the two "new" (to the Observatory anyway) computer upgrades happily up and running. We currently have the telescope/Imaging computer
up and running
with TWO MATCHING monitors, and
are a emp ng to
upgrade the one
we use for imaging
with the NP101
and canon cameras.
Another addi on
is a flat field generator which has
GREATLY improved
the results for the
images taken with
the C-14 and the
ST-9. It is really
amazing what calibra ng the image can do for the quality of the data. The flat field generator
has undergone several upgrades to see if we can make it easier to use with the NP101is and
modified canon T3i. Hopefully by the me you read this ar cle we will have the final version
in place. One of the changes we made to the setup is to shi the NP101is robofocuser over to
the right hand computer as that is usually the one that connects to the cameras used on the
NP101is. This will make it easier to focus both cameras at the same me. Eventually we will
get 2 wireless keyboards and mice so we can operate the imaging computers from the larger
warming room so we all will not be crammed into the smaller warming room. This winter we
will be holding some image processing classes, so stay tuned to Tues night announcements. It
is really nice to have a large screen that all can see while you are showing how to process. A
big thanks to Mike A and Dennis B for obtaining the 2 TVs for essen ally free (and Rick G for
repairing them)! Also a big thank you to Irene Z for the curtains to keep the room dark. The
good news for our image processing sessions is the internal wired network at the Observatory has been upgraded to gig-e so we can get faster transfer of data from computer to computer which will make it easier if we wish to have image processing classes at the Observatory. Unfortunately the wireless network and the internet can't easily be upgraded and are s ll
the same SLOW speed they were.
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Curious as to what calibra on can do for an image?

The Black and White images are from the 10 minute red image. As you can see even with only dark
frame subtrac on the ST-9 image is VASTLY improved. With Flat fielding the vigne ng at the corners is removed. The jury is s ll out on what the heck bias frames do for the ST-9 images. They don't
seem to hurt the image, or help it. Seems that the ST-9 camera images have a definite need to use
dark frames to get good results. The flat fields are needed as the ST-9, C-14 and focal reducer combina on has a weird vigne ng pa ern. The color was made from one 10 minute Red, and one 10
minute Green, and one 20 minute Blue exposure that were calibrated with darks, flats, flat darks,
and bias frames. We could not do more as the clouds were moving in. But it does show you what
you can do with the clubs equipment if the weather cooperates!

See you at the Observatory
Daniel Marcus
4

For Sale:
12.5 inch f4 Newtonian optics set made by Starliner in 1972. Includes 4
inch minor axis diagonal with Novak holder, spider vanes and primary mirror cell. The
original tube is also available, asking $350.00. Call Lawrence Hazel at 716745-3375 if interested.
Lumicon coma corrector and Newtonian easy guider with a Meade
9mm guiding illuminated eyepiece with adjustable reticle. All for $250.00.

Has anyone ever no ced how stylish Dennis is? Would you like a BAA t-shirt?

See or contact Dennis Bartkowiak
716-207-2316.
$10 for a one sided print t-shirt.
$12 for a two sided print t-shirt.
$14 for a one sided print polo
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The Gallery
What did the supermoon eclipse look like?
These are some of the images taken that night at
various location around the area
Great Job imagers!

Enjoy.
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Michael
Humphrey

12” LX200 GPS
Canon T3i
Meade 6.3 FR
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Mike Israel

Canon T4i 70-300mm zoom
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Neal
Ginsberg

Explorer
Scientific
102 F6.5
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Anzelone
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BAA Officers and General Information
President: Mike Anzalone

President: Mike Anzalone

AstronomyRocks@roadrunner.com

AstronomyRocks@roadrunner.com

Vice President: Irene Ziarnowski

Vice President: Cheri Harper
Secretary: Jan Zehr

Secretary: Jan Zehr

Treasurer: Jeff Gardner

College of Fellows: Rowland Rupp

College of Fellows: Rowland Rupp
(716) 839-1842

(716) 839-1842

Spectrum Editor: Michael Humphrey

Spectrum Editor: Michael Humphrey
jetpac@iname.com

jetpac@iname.com

Star Parties: Dan Marcus

Treasurer: Jeff Gardner

Star Parties: Dan Marcus

At Large Directors: Steve Smith
Steve Smith

BAA Yahoo E Group: Dennis Hohman

Neal Ginsberg ngpilsung@gmail.com

Gene Elliott
Timothy
BAA Website Webmaster: Chris

At Large Directors:

Neal Ginsberg ngpilsung@gmail.com

Irene Ziarnowski

Dennis Bartkowiak

Observatory
Co-Directors:
Observatory Co-Directors:
Dan Marcus
(716) 773-5015
Dan Marcus
(716) 773-5015

BAA Yahoo E Group:Dennis Hohman

BAA Website Webmaster: Gene Timothy
BAA voice mail box: (716) 629-3098

www.buffaloastronomy.com

Website:

BAA voice mail box: (716) 629-3098

www.buffaloastronomy.com

Derek Bill
Gene Timothy
Location / Time of Meetings: BAA meetings are held on the 2nd Friday of the month from September to
June starting at 7:30pm. Our meetings are held in room C122 of the Classroom Building at the Buffalo
State Campus. See map below, building 35.
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