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THE BEUFFAIO ASTRONQOMICAL ASSOCIATION
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B.A.A, MEERS FEB.8

The Februery meeting of the B,A.A.
will be held on Friday the 8th at 7:45
P.M, in the Buffalo Museum of Science.
The program will cousist of a panel.
discumssion oun eyepieces,viewlinders,
and other mccessories for the teolesscope.
Bon Clippinger will bs the moderstor
on the panel will be: Thed Toporesyk,
Fred Flederbach, and Iou reimsgel.

This will be followed by a film ene
titled “Zyee to the Sky", produced by
Tinsley Laboratories aund dealing with
the congtruction of large, progession-
ally made telescopes.

The neeting will be followsd by an
informal soecial period and ,possibly,
observing with the museun's 8° 4eleg-
CoOPe.

Star charts and data on the comstcl-
lation, "Auriga®, which was discusged
in Jamzary, will be available a% this
zeeting for members to take homs.

ELEMENTARY STUDY GROUP
| the Elementary Study Group which
meets the 1st and 3Ird Thursdays at 8:00
P.M, in the Science Museum, 13 currently

stvdying veriable sters sund double sters,

I2 you wish to learn more about these
pubjeots you are invited o attend,

ADVANCED S*UDY GROUP

On Pebruary 16%th at 2:00 the Advan-
ced Study Group will meet to talk ove
the subject vpder stuly Lfox the Morch
neeting. The talk will be givewn by
John Igwrence and will be bazed on
Iocture Hee 3 of the Millman Radio
Tecture Seriea.

CBSERVARORY FEWS
We are heppy toc avnounce that
through the efforts of Lou Reimsgel
the B.,A.A. has been given a 16" (owi-
side dismetor) tube for our telescope
by the Limfe Air Corp. We are TeEy grai
grateful for this gift which wouls
ctherwise be a Lfairly sxpensive item
for us,

The 8bservatory Committes has Heew
busy since our last meeting and haos
adjusted the dome drive so the the
dome mow makes & 350degree turn with-
out skipping,

INCIDEETAT INTELLIGENCE
Students at Resery Hill Coilsze
in Asherst have just completed the
cengtruotion of a 8" telescepe.
The B.A.4&, has gont congraiuniations
%o this group and haz invited them
to attend cor next meeting.




' BUGGETS DEPARTMENT

A paper emtitled "Daylight Visibie
1ity of Stars Through a loung Shalt®
ghows that there iz no crperimental
or theoretical justification for the
commonly-held belief that bright shar:
cen be meen im daylight by looking up
o long chlmney or well-ghaft, Practi-
cal tests in which obscrvers have
looked Tor stars have all given nega-
tive resulis,

I? such an effect exdsis, it must
have either a physical or physiclogi-
cal explanation, The only accspitable
physical explenation weuld be that
the contrest between star and sky is
inereased by a lowering of sky bright-:
ness a8 seon thfough the chimney,
Photometric comparisens of Zenith
gky brighimess measured inside and ouf
side a 157-foot chimney showel uo zig-
nificant difference, sc thaet the
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physical Uépiﬁﬁduiﬂﬁ iz untenablie, A4
physioslogical explanation would be
norsattractives the sghielding of vavie
of the vetina might be expectesd to za
sult in greater dark-adspiation and
contrast appreciation., However, lobor-
atory tests show that coubresi senzsiti
vity is iwpalred when the Hept Fisgid
conslate of a small lumincuzs gwes in

end that s condiderable lawmyipg of
the comiraet threshold resulis from
increasing the luminance of the sur-
round until it eppwoximates to thad
of the test field, FThus the physiolo-
gical explsmation would be inoompati=
ble with these tesis. Everythihg indi.
sates that the beliof in the daylight ¢
visibility of stara through a loug
shaft 1s without Poundssion.
(Submitied ko Paul Redding)
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