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B, COOK EDITOR

¢ B.E.A. MEETING

The April meet of the Buffalo
Astrcnom%cal Assoé?gtion will taeke
place on Friday, April 10th at *?;he;”1
Buffalo Museum of Sciemce. This will
be our annual business meeting. There
will be en important discussiomn of
new asmendments to the by-laws of the
associgtion, A vote or these amend-
merts will be taken after the dis-
cussion, _

We are pleased to announce what
promises to be a very interesting
talk by Harold Becker, who just re-
cently spoke before the Lockport
Astronomical Associatiom. His topie
will be "Astronomical Photography
Technigques®, He will show some pho-
tographs taken both with and without
his telescope and he will tell us
about the techmigques involved im
these kinds of pilcture toking, His
most reCent interest has been making
transparaney copies of color pictures
teken at the Mount Palomer Observat-
ory - primeipally with 200 " tele-
scope. Seeing these pictures shonld
be quite = treat as Harold feels
that the transparancies projected on
a screen a2re more beautiful than the
prints from which they were made.

ALLEGHENY TRIP

It is wgently reguested that ail
those inte: img © go on the twrip to
the Allsgheny Ubservgtory on Juneifih
bs presesmt at the April meeting .
There are 36 openings for this trip
(the sapacity of the bus that has -
beer hired }amd those places will go
to the first 36 people who make remar
vations at the meeting. Tp. pum fare
will be 3$7.00 round trip and at
legst & partiel payment of the fare
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muat be made to validate the reser-
vation. Come prepared with checks or
bills im hand., .

SECTION MEETINGS

The Instrument Sectiom held smeet-
ing on March 26th et the Muszeum of
Sciensd, It was decided that a mirvor
kolder amd disgonal holder be purchased.
Frank PFronczak brought the 12%" mirror
for testing. It was decided to hold the
next meeting , Friday, April 23rd, at
the Newstead Observatory for the purpose
of looking over maintemance needs end
the possibility of covering the donme
with plastie.

The Advemced Study and Advanced
Observipg Sectioms were camcelled be-
cause of illwess, They will next meet
on Saturday, April 24th at 1:00 and
3:00 respectivaly.

CONVENTIOR CARCELLED

The proposed Niagara Frontier As-
tronomical Conventiom scheduled for
May 12th will not be held. The res-
ponse was very poor due, im the maim,
te conflicting comventions. Meny ama-
teur astronomers who might otherwise
have been interested were previously
cormitted to the Canadism Associstion
of Variable Star Observers and the
North Easterm Regiomal Conventionm of
the Astronomical Leggue,

NEWS BRIEFS

At the request of the Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory Ermst Both wiill spend
two weeks meking observerions of Hers
in preparation Por the Photographs
due to be taken by Marimer 4 early
this summer. Ermst will meke his obe
servotions with the 20« telescope at
the Van Viesk Observatory in Middle-
town Conm, Our congratulations te
Ernst and Good seeing,
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The Crimsocn World

Since Mars is nesring oppositiong I, thought a few well chosen facts might
bz appreciated,

-

“ars, the foubth plahet from the sun, is the last of the inferior planeta
in order of increasing distance from our pbimary, Its diameter is 4200 miles
which is just over one<half the Earth's size., Its distanece from the Sun ranges
from 128,750,000 mikes to 155,000,000 miles and averages a distance equal tc
1,52 astronomi€al units, Doe to the combined effects of both the Earth's ard
Mars® eccentric orbits; Mars amparent diameter varies from 3.6 " of arec to
25%,1 of arc, a considerable variation in size, On account of its shape, the
orbit of Mars is far from being concentric to the Earth's orbit, Where these two
celestial highways cross most nearly, they are only 35,000,000 miles apart,
while 2t maximum separation the distance between them can be 62,000,000 miles.
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Mars period of revolution is 687 d 23 h, which makes their year more then
twicw our year, although its rotation, or length of day, is 2L4h 37m 238 or
almost the same as our day,

Since Mars axis is inelined by about 25° and its yvaar is more than twice as
long, its seasonal effects are more significang, The axis of Mars is inelined in
such a way that the Soutern Pole is exposed at perihelic oppositions and the
Northern hemisphere is exposed at aphelic oppositions. Thus the southern hemi-
sphere is presented under the most favorable conditions,

The density of Mars is estimated at 3.8, in contrast to 5.52 for the Earth,
“rom this it can be calculated that the forca of gravity is much smaller on
Fars, An object weighing 100 1bs, on Earth would weigh only 37 lbs. on Mars.
A freely falling object would fall about 6 ‘feet in the first second as onposad
to 16 feet on the Earth,

The question concerning Mars is nct whether it has an atmosphere, but how
much and what kind? The principle evidence in favor of an atmosphere is the
preseshce of polar caps and further the observation eof frequent clouds, The mean
temperature of the Martian surface has been deduced as =20° to =30° C., comparec
" with 10° te 20°C on Earth. However, in the trooics the higheat temperatures
are well above zero reaching 10 to 20°C for the bright regicns and 20 to 300C
in the darker patches about midday. :



The curious carals of ars were first noticed shout 1879 oy the roteo
agironemer Schiaparaili, His shssrvations show an astonishing system of
iines of varying intensity, linking one dark snot to another, crossing the
‘continents® and covering the surface with a sort of geometric nétwork,

Again in 1877, the two satellites of Mars were discovered by Asaph Hall,
They were named "hobos and Deimos ( Jear and terror), the attendants of Vars,
Phobos revolves about Mars at a distance of 5800 miles; and Deimos at a
distance of 14,600 miles, Being so near its primary, Phobos moves more
ranidly than Dedmos, making one revolution in Th 39m, while Deimos, at a
greater distance, takes 30h 17m.

As to life on Mars, our present knowledge is certainly discouraging.
Mars is a desert, drier than Sahara and colder than Siberia, Its maria,
although devoid of water, may be tundralike plaing, covered with a strange
vegetation of mosses or lichensg its continents; covering the major part of
the planet, are deserts where dust clouds are sometimes raised by whirlwinde,
The almost comrlete absence of oxygen makes the planet quite unacceptable for
human beings, The best explanation still seem g to be that the dark areas
are covered by vegetation. This is suoported by the seasonal character of
the changes of the dark areas. If 1ife exists on Mars, it must be adaoted
to stern conditicns which there is not the like on Barth,
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