XMAS MEETING 9 WAGAZINE RENEWALS
Whe annual Christmas meeting of the 1 A large majority of the magazine
Buffalo Asironomic.ol @ssoci.tion ailil ! subscriptions for Sky and Telescope
be hold at biwc BuLFalo wdsud. ud . and Popular Agtronomy are due to ex-

seleilee on Frid.; Du_caver 9tn at pire in dJdanuary, Bruce Cook will a—
8500 2e.i | &gain take care ol your rcnewals and

0l .« Lindbery will tell us avout ' turn his comission aover to the B.A.A.
he "oelipse of 1065 in Thailand®, ilor ¢ L% would be helpful if those members
‘alk dis historiecal in niture and will . vwho intend to renew thoir subscriptions
o illustrated with ukotches and slides, would bring their money to the Decem—

i

~dith Gelgoer will show ictures of ber meeting, Sky and Telescope is

arselves as othurs sce us on star | $6,00 and Popular Astronomy $4.00 for
Achts in the sumncr. Those who cannot | e year; reduced rates for longer
“uch ot thuuselves will be excused ! terms., If you prefer to write him,his
uring tois part of the program, | address is 33 Burbank br,, wvnyder, N.Y,
There .ill be special gala Christ- I 14226, His telephone number T#9-13946,
as refreshuwonts, .¢ sugsest that your ! o S
o _ i : LETTERS TO THE BDITOR
upper be a light one so that you can i
4 S = 'he edi £ L 3 P T T ;
D justice %o the cake, ice cream, éto. The editorsof +he Spectrum w.lco.e
A = . {. letters coumenting on any subje:t
SLCTION (e TINGS ; ; I . . gl
, relative to astronomy aand in particular
Because of the busy holiday season | on on subjeqts discussed in this news
lere will be no section neetings this! gpset. This wmonth we are happy to pub-
oth. The schedule for the January i 1lish the following from President Ron
sebings will be given in noxt month's | Clippingers

e cbrum i ; . ¥
‘ i In commenting on tho recently pube

. lished article "Wnere Is Lverybodyt, I




would 1ike o inivet the rollowing tuaougshts vhich ure not strictly
-achnical or @&stronomical in nature.

The subhor of “ihere Is Lverybody" correctly points out that
anyintelligent life in th. universe wishing to obscrve us in a
seientific mannor would try to do so without revealing himsclf %o
the observed. This gives rise to the gquestion: Is there any connection
petween our being observed and the reports of UFV!s? For the sakec of
developing the argument lei us answer sith a tentative "yes" to the
above guustion., This brings us to our second guustions*™.ihy have any
of the obuervers baen scen at all if the seientific method reguires
that they not be seen?

To answer our second ¢uestion= iJhy have they becen seen at all?
Firstly, they are secn by a tiny minority of the human population.

T =zn concirned only with those sightings by rcliable obscrvers which
are still iisted as UFQ's even after investigation. 1t has been the
sensationalism of the unreliable observers of UFU's that has magnified
the scitual number of sightings out of all proportion to reality. May
it not bethz=t c¢ven our more intclligent observers have not perfected

a misteke proof scientific method of observatbione

The zmoologist obscrving a tribes of gorillas may not bo aware
that he has been momontarily partially detected by one of the tribe who
does not spread the alarm when unable to detect any further cause for
alarm. The zoologist does not know exactly how well developed the de=
tection senses of the gerillas .re 0or, mMOreover, what interpretation
the gorilla will give to the impressions he does receive., This is
part of what the zoologist is attempiting %o discovers

In similar vein intelligent observers from elsewhere face the
same problem in observing life gn.jhﬂ earth. In other words, the re-
latively few reliable sipghtings of UF0"s could result from errors in
the observing technigue made by btie observer who has %o fuce cortain
risks if he is to carry out his program of observab®ion.
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NE! MEMBLRS

the membors of the Bufialo sctroncay awsvciation are Jleased to

elcome the following noew muumbsIs:
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