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"Do you have any
questions to ask
Celestron? ”

Then cone October
28th 1999 At Conti-
nental Camera a
representative form
Celestron will be on
hand to answer
your questions .

Call 716-681-
8038 for more in-
formation
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BAA Receives $5500 Grant

The Buffalo Astronomical Association has
received a $5516 grant from the commu-
nity. Foundation for Greater Buffalo for
education. This grant application was
made available by Anthony Davoli and was
submitted to the Foundation by Beverly
Orzechowski, to whom we are indebted.
The grant award reads, in part, as follows:

Dear Dr. Orzechowski:

I am pleased to convey that the Board of
Directors of the Community Foundation for
Greater Buffalo at its Quarterly Meeting on
August 4 approved full funding for $5516
for the grant requested by the Buffalo As-
tronomical Association, Inc. Support for
this grant will come from the following
fund Harry S. Hilliker Bequest, established
1936 _

The major commitment of your volun-
teers was applauded by reviewers as was
your attempt to extend services to Buffalo
Public Schools.

Jean M. Brun

Co-authors for this grant were: Bill Ac-
quino, Frank Chalupka, Carl Klingen-
schmitt, Joe Orzechowski, Rowland Rupp
and Bill Smith. Serving as advisors were;
Neil Dennis, Dennis Hohman, Steve
Kramer, Jack Mack, Dan Marcus and Bob
Titran. The BAA extends its thanks to
those whose efforts made winning this
grant possible.

The Community Foundation for Greater
Buffalo awarded grants to the BAA in 1974
for the initial construction of Beaver
Meadow Observatory and in 1992 for the
purchase of the 20- inch Obsession tele-
scope. The BAA is grateful for the gener-
ous and long-lasting support we have had
from this organization.

Rowland A. Rupp

Please Attend Our Special September Meeting

Come to our September meeting! Friday September 10" 1999 at 7:30 In the Sci-
ence Building at Buffalo State College. Park on Parking lot S. Topic will be “What did
you do this summer:” It will be open forum and bring your slides and pictures.
Every one will have a chance to speak Did you go to Starfest or Stellafane ? Any

new toys? These are just a few ideas !!



Venus is easy in the dark

and can be picked out
quite easily a few minutes

after sunset

This image is Copyright
© by Calvin J. Hamilton.
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Daytime naked-eye sighting of Venus
by Bill Smith

We’ve had quite a few crystal clear days this
summer (and a lot fewer such nights). One
object you can see in the daytime sky besides
the Sun and Moon is Venus. Such is not al-
ways an easy sighting -- at least with my vi-
sion. Viewing Venus in the daytime will also
get you tuned to the significance of subtle
changes that sky conditions, haze and such
have on viewing. I do have some tips to make
it an easier view.

¢ Try at favorable elongations

It is easier to see Venus when it is far from the
Sun as the sky is a lot bluer and you don’t have
the glaring Sun nearby (although you can hide
it behind a building). The brighter Venus is, is
of course a benefit.

¢ A few clouds are helpful

Sometimes staring into the blank sky your eye
has nothing to focus on, A stray cloud helps to
keep you focused at infinity. A cloud covering
the Sun cuts down on glare too.

¢ Try evening twilight first

Venus is easy in the dark and can be picked
out quite easily a few minutes after sunset.
Locate Venus this way and pick a sky place-
holder (tree, building, ...) so the next night you
can try 10, 20 or whatever minutes earlier.
Note Venus’s path in the sky so you can “back
up it” the next night. The sky seems to rotate
1/4 degree per minute. Your extended pinky is
roughly a degree+ wide and your fist about 10
degrees. This applies strictly at the celestial
equator but this rule of thumb is OK for the
ecliptic too. Return to your spot earlier the
next night, perhaps with the Sun about to set
and back up Venus’s orbit from your sky
placeholder. Use binoculars if necessary.
When successful try an hour earlier, then 3
hours, then perhaps at noon.

¢ Use your planetarium program

Just knowing roughly where Venus is relative
to the Sun (4 hands up from the Sun along the
ecliptic) was not enough for me. Daytime Ve-
nus does not have that dazzle it does at night,
although it is just as bright! It helps to narrow
your search field while you stare at the blank
blue sky, searching for a small not too sparkly
diamond. Use your planetarium program to

get the difference in Right Ascension (RA)
between the Sun and Venus. Set the program
to when you want to view Venus (say noon).
Note the altitude off the horizon of Venus.
Run the program back the amount of RA dif-
ference and note the elevation of the Sun. Ve-
nus will be north or south of where the Sun is.
Now go out to where you want to view Venus
at the time when the Sun will be in approxi-
mately the same place (the noon-RA differ-
ence). Place yourself so you can see the Sun
but where it is near something (above a house
chimney, specific tree ...). At noon you can
return to that spot and Venus will be where the
Sun was but somewhat above or below it.

¢ Practice on the morning Venus (or Jupiter
or Saturn)
Since the planets are easy to see at night, if
there is a bright morning planet then use that
to help you gauge the difficulty of spotting a
small dot in the brightening sky. Go out when
the morning sky is still dark. Notice how the
planet’s brilliance fades with increasing sky
brightness. Use binoculars to follow it after
sunrise if you can no longer see it with your
naked eye. Use nearby trees, building corners
or something to act as a “placeholder” so you
don’t have to continually follow it. Mount
your binoculars on a tripod to hold your place
in the sky and watch every 10 minutes and
adjust the binoculars to keep the planet in
view. Knowing what to look for goes a long
way in trying to find the object in the bright
blue sky.

¢ The next step

More difficult daytime views are when Venus
get closer to the Sun and when the sky is less
blue. As Venus gets close to the Sun be sure
to block the Sun from your view by hiding it
behind a building. If Venus is too easy then
try Jupiter and Saturn. I have not seen them
much after sunrise or too much before sunset
but would suspect they should be easier if near
the Moon which acts as a sky placeholder.
Daylight astronomy sightings like these will
sharpen your viewing prowess.
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Come Enter Your Astronomy

I would like to start a collection of our club
members work. I will randomly put them in
the Spectrum. Please write a short article on
how and what equipment you used. At a lat-
ter BAA meeting I will put together a com-
puter slide show for us to see. Pictures can

be in any format.

What Is Your Interest In Astronomy ?

The BAA 1999 membership directory also  CCD 3, History 1

expresses specialized astronomy intrest.  Tell us what you would like to see and
The following is the number of members, learn. This club is going in a new di-
intrested in specific astronomy subjects, rection. We are here to all learn from
as stated by 123 members. A total of 83  each other. Take a few minutes and
members are intrested in Deep Space, 75  write down your ideas. And bring them
planetary intrests, 58 lunar, 54 Constella-  to our September meeting. Examples:
tions, 41 Astrophotography, and 35 Com-  How do I clean my mirrors and eye-
ets. Also 33 Solar, 27 Auroras, 27 pieces, Can I grind my own mirror ?
Eclipse, 26 Telescope Making, 20 Cosmol- How ?, Why are my images fuzzy on
ogy, 12 Asteroids, 11 Variable Stars. Radio my camera when I take pictures of the
Astronomy 9, UFQ’s 9, Double Stars 3, sun set ? and how do I take pictures

Observatory Director's Notes:
My first Public Night as observatory director was clouded rains and thunder clouded my
first Public Night as observatory director. But for those people who did come out it was
a nice time. I will be spending most of my time learning the scopes and systems
currently running at the observatory. Please feel free to come out and work with us on
the remaining Public Nights. If you are scheduled to talk at one of the Public Nights
coming up, please call me to confirm your attendance.

We have a new dew removal system for the LX200 that will remove dew from the
corrector
plate, viewfinder and eyepiece to the scope. We were able to test this during the first
Public Night in August. With the dew cap installed over the LX200's main tube assembly,
and the dew system plugged in, I'm sure dew will not be a problem for this scope setup
in this configuration. August and September months are noted for very moist nights.
Please take advantage of this observer’s tool. The Public Night schedule will NOT
change for the rest of the year. The current schedule is still valid. Please make an effort
to come out and help out with Public Nights. All the members who do come out seem to
enjoy it.

Over the next year I would like to make some small changes and hear new ideas
from all of you. I will be made available 30 minutes before every Public Night to listen
and work with you, The first thing I would like to add is Internet access at the
Observatory. On cloudy nights we can join chat sessions on Astronomy or look up
satellite information etc. I will be researching costs on the phone service we have now
to make this a very low cost effective addition to our club. 1 will detail a plan to the
board at the next board meeting and look for approval. 1 look forward to having FUN

SRR L poe VT
*The following is the

number of members,
intrested in specific
astronomy subjects, as
stated by 123

members”
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Starfest was held July 15-

18 at Mount Forest,
Ontario, where about
1000 amateur astronomers
gathered, including 10 of

our members
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Spy And Tell

Debbie DiLapo is a member of the Ten-
nis Ladder League. On June 26th, she
won 2nd place in their competition. Tris-
tan is building a new garage, on top of
which he will build a new observatory for
his 7 or 8 telescopes. Son Jamie, 10 years
old, is a straight A student, and also has a
fine musical talent, playing piano and
cello. He finished spring soccer, and this
summer he played golf, tennis and basket-
ball. He is a member of the Boy Scouts.
Jamie also has a special interest in Nin-
tendo 64 and Pokemon cards which he ex-
changes with his friends.

On June 20th, Melissa Marcus attended
a Biannual Horticultural Conference at the
museum, of the Ikebana International,
Buffalo Chapter 50. Melissa chaired the
exhibit with a speaker from Mexico and
one from Japan, showing flower arrange-

- ments. The conference had top notch

speakers.

Ella Abate, who mails out our Spec-
trum, enjoys gardening and walking every
morning.

Fred Gordon first learned about Arctu-
rus in 1959. As of Labor Day, he has been
interested in astronomy for 40 years. He
knows all the constellations and hopes to
go to Argentina someday to see the south-
ern constellations.

On June 20th, he joined the Relay for
Ufe (cancer cure), 3 mile walking and run-
ning at UB North Campus from 9 A.M.-10
P.M. Fred also participated in the 4th an-
nual 21 mile bike course for Roswell re-
search.

If one is a hiker and seedling an orien-
teering map, Fred suggests going to Vil-
lage Green or Hyatt's. He hopes to be the
first in western New York to find all the
controls: Sardinia Reforestation Plantation,
Emery Park, and Chestnut Ridge Park.

Bill Aquino can be found on the Bulle-
tin Board on the Internet.
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Frank Chalupka has been doing some
fine CCD work on supernovae and the
Virgo Cluster.,

Starfest was held July 15-18 at Mount
Forest, Ontario, where about 1000 ama-
teur astronomers gathered, including 10 of
our members: Kenneth Schlem, Bud
Abate. Tom Bemus, Jeff Gardner, Carl Mi-
lazzo, Anthony Davoli, Richard Pason, Dan
Marcus, Frank Chapman and Tom Ma-
kowski. Four members were fortunate in
winning door prizes. The skies provided
just one clear night, but a good time was
had by all.

We rarely see Bill Halbert, as his sched-
ule keeps him busy as bass and interna-
tional opera singer. On July 25th he per-
formed an Erwin H. Johnson Memorial
Fund concert at the Radisson Hotel on
Genesee St. in Cheektowaga.
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Presidents Message

First of all I'd like to welcome everyone back and I hope you all had a good and
enjoyable summer. This September we have a new Spectrum editor Mark Reville
and a new Observatory Director Mark Swiderski

I'd like to thank these individuals for stepping foreword and taking on these
challenging roles of responsibility. With the resignation of Steve Kramer as
Secretary we are seeking to fill this position as well, If you are interested in
serving your club in this capacity please let me know this fall in the heavens we
will be treated to the solar system's two most spectacular planets, Jupiter and
Saturn. At first glimpse of these two planets has started many an amateur on the
path to what has become their hobby.Let's try to introduce some new people old
and young to these magnificent and beautiful sights. This is a great introduction to
our universe, The club is always in need of volunteers to help with the smooth
running of our organization. Call me if you would like to help. Many thanks to all
the volunteers who have given us time this past year to help bring Astronomy to
the public and to our members.

Gene Witkowsk 716-876-4301

genewit@localnet.com
STAR PARTY come and join the fun

There will be a beginners Star Party at Beaver Meadow Observatory on Saturday
October 9, starting at 5pm rain or shine. This will be a bring a dish to pass dinner,
Tim Mcintyre will provide hot dogs and drinks. The Observatory has acquired
several new pieces of equipment over the last couple of years. Laser collimator, no gravity, will two
CCD camera, Video camera, 10" LX200 go to scope, 6"refractor, computers. If you  magnets atiract 7?2
have not been out to the Observatory recently and would like to see what is out

there, this is the time. All are encouraged to bring their equipment and join in the

fun. This is an opportunity for beginners and new members to experience the Yes, They will attract !
observatory first hand. Experienced members will be present to help with

observatory procedures, equipment, constellations, photography, and computers.

This is an excellent opportunity to meet other members who all share in the

enjoyment of astronomy. With the fall foliage starting to peak it should be a great

time to take a ride to see our Observatory and what the club has to offer. For

more information Please call Daniel Marcus at 773-5015

Message From the Editor!

Hi every one how do you like the new Spectrum ? I am open to Ideas. I
can accept most any format you can send me, Macintosh or PC, Any version Word
or WordPerfect. I have the ability to scan pictures and text. If you prefer email
me at m42_orion@hotmail.com. Some people hand me disks, I really like this
method, disks are returnable Thank you and keep you articles coming !

I have a idea if you would like to receive the electronically instead of US
Postal, Please let me know, I could send full color New Letter via the internet.
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We Are on The Web at

www.webt.com/mreville/index2baa.com

STAR PARTY CORRECTION

Bill Smith's Star Party in Cheery Creek is
scheduled for Saturday, October 30 ( NOT
Sep 11 as incorrectly published). The fall
colors should still be good so tour around.
“Darker sky than Bea- Early arrival at 3PM is okay. Dish to pass
ver Meadow and great  dinner (drinks and main dish provided).
horizons!” Overnight camping or stay in our B&B at
no charge. Pet the horses and possibly
tour a working dairy farm before dinner.
Observing will use our 20" and 10" Dob-
sonians and 6" refractor. Driving mount
available for astrophotography. Darker sky
than Beaver Meadow and great horizons!

Call (962-3412 or william.smith@valeo.
com) for directions or RSVP.




